[Inhibition of lymphocytes pre-incubated with human chorionic gonadotropin of the blastic transformation of peripheral murine lymphocytes].
Thymocytes cultured in medium containing human chorionic gonadotrophin hormone (HCG) are capable of blocking the response of peripheral splenic lymphocytes to mitogens in medium containing no HCG. This effect is not due to cytotoxicity. Our results suggest that the inhibition of lymphocyte response by serum from gestating subjects could be due to the presence of large quantities of HCG. This would be, at least partially, and by a direct or indirect mechanism, responsible for foetal acceptance by the mother. The implications of these findings in cancerology are manifest.